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Sixth and the best: Romsey Tree Surgeons proprietor Ross Woodley with his latest Canter

Tree specialist’s new FUSO Canter puts the competition in the shade 

Ross Woodley won’t be turning over any new leaves when it comes to the trucks he relies upon to support his business – Romsey Tree Surgeons’ latest 3.5-tonne FUSO Canter is its sixth in a row!

Mr Woodley established his business in the Hampshire market town of Romsey in 1998, and bought his first Canter six years later. He’s been running them ever since.

The most recent arrival from south coast Dealer Marshall Truck & Van, which also represents Mercedes-Benz Trucks, is a Canter 3C13 model with Comfort day cab and economical 96 kW (130 hp) 3.0-litre turbo diesel engine. 

Acquired with competitive funding support from Mercedes-Benz Finance, it has a high-sided tipping body by Solent Bodybuilders & Repairs, of Fareham, a roof-mounted flashing light bar, and bears the personalised registration plate, FEII ASH.

Mr Woodley explained: “I buy a new Canter every three years, and always have two at any one time – my other truck has been on the road since 2015. When they’re due for change I sell them privately. We don’t do a lot of miles but when I come to replace them I’m always impressed by their residual values.”

Romsey Tree Surgeons serves domestic and commercial customers in Hampshire, Dorset and Wiltshire. Members of its team are qualified to undertake a broad range of services, including pruning and thinning, but the firm specialises in the safe removal of trees, or parts of trees, which are large and dangerous, often as a result of storm damage.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Key to the Canter’s appeal for Mr Woodley, are the strength and rugged durability which owe much to its ladder-frame chassis. “Most of its 3.5-tonne competitors are based on vans, which simply aren’t robust enough for our operation,” he observed.

“But the Canter is a proper little truck. It’s very well built and, as we know from long experience, extremely reliable – I can honestly say that in the 15 years we’ve been running them we’ve never had a single breakdown.”

He continued: “We always send at least two but often three men out in the trucks. The Canter’s cab has three full-sized seats, so they travel in comfort and safety.
 
“The vehicle’s handling when carrying a full load is also totally reassuring. It sits really well on the road and has a great turning circle, because you sit right over the front wheels. That’s another important attribute when we’re on and off residential driveways, and other sites at which access is restricted.”

As it has done with Romsey Tree Surgeons’ other FUSO trucks, Solent Bodybuilders and Repairs also fabricated and installed a toolbox with locking shutter doors on both sides immediately behind the new vehicle’s cab, while a mesh-sided tray beneath the body on the nearside is used to carry signage and other equipment. The truck is also fitted with a hitch, and used to tow a wood chipper.

In addition to its two Canters, Romsey Tree Surgeons runs a Mercedes-Benz Citan van which was also supplied by Marshall Truck & Van, last year. “I can’t fault the Dealer,” reported Mr Woodley. 

“They handle all of the liaison and movements with the bodybuilder, while we also utilise FUSO Service Contracts – we drop the vehicles off at the end of the day and the work’s done overnight so we’re ready to roll again next morning.”

He added: “I like my trucks to look smart because they double as mobile advertisements for the business. We’ve picked up quite a few jobs over the years, from people who’ve seen us out and about, and followed up with a phone call.”

http://treesurgeonsromsey.co.uk
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For more information, or to request bigger/higher-res image files, please contact:
Steve Warren or John Ripley 
Impact Communications, 01926 842126
Steve: 07770 470251, steve@impactcom.co.uk
John: 07771 484595, john@impactcom.co.uk
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Marshall Truck & Van

Fareham Standard Way, Fareham Industrial Park, Fareham, Hampshire PO16 8XL Tel: 01329 286224

Andover Unit 76, Scott Close, Walworth Industrial Estate, Andover, Hampshire SP10 5NU Tel: 01264 366224
Croydon SG Smith, Unit 2 Beddington Cross, 136-138 Beddington Farm Road, Croydon CRO 4XH Tel: 020 8665 7800
Poole Cabot Lane, Creekmoor Industrial Estate, Poole, Dorset BH17 7BX Tel: 01202 690724

Southampton Service Centre Unit A, Andes Road, Nursling Ind. Estate, Southampton, Hampshire SO16 0YZ

Tel: 02380 743800
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